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CONFIDENTIAL KUALA LUMPUR 2494 

NOFORN 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SREF MY VS 

SUB J : MALAYSIAN GOVERNMENT REQUESTS ASSISTANCE FROM U.S. 

REGARDING 492 REFUGEES 

REF: KUALA LUMPUR 2461 

t ACTING SECRETARY GENERAL ZAKARIA CALLED ME IN TODAY. 

HIS PURPOSE WAS TO REPEAT IN VIRTUALLY IDENTICAL TERMS 
GOM'S REQUEST MADE YESTERDAY TO POLITICAL COUNSELLOR THAT WE 
ASSIST VIETNAMESE REFUGEES NOW ON PERHENTIAN ISLAND TO PROCEED 
TO THE UNITED STATES. HE SAID HIS GOVERNMENT WAS PROVIDING FOOD 
AND MEDICAL ATTENTION, THAT THE REFUGEES HAD ARRIVED IN SMALL BOATS 
"ATTEMPTING TO REACH AN AMERICAN MILITARY BASE," BUT WERE UNABLE TO 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 KUALA 02494 070954Z 

PROCEED FURTHER BECAUSE OF THE UNSEAWORTHINESS OF THEIR CRAFT. 
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ZAKARIA WENT ON TO SAY THAT MALAYSIA COULD NOT 
ABSORB THE REEUGEES. IT WAS A NATION OF DELICATE 
RACIAL BALANCE AND AN ALIEN GROUP COULD NOT BE ABSORBED 
AND WOULD NOT BE HAPPY HERE. 

2. 1 REPLIED THAT WE SYMPATHIZED WITH HIS GOVERNMENT'S 
PROBLEM, BUT THAT THE UNITED STATES AT THIS STAGE COULD 
NOT BE OF ASSISTANCE. I OUTLINED THE DIMENSIONS OF THE 
PROBLEM WE WERE NOW CONFRONTED WITH THE REFUGEE TENT 
CAMPS IN OUR PHILIPPINE BASES, IN GUAM, AND THE UNITED STATES AND 
THE TREMENDOUS STRAIN THAT 120,000 REFUGEES WERE PUTTING ON ALL OF 
OUR FACILITIES. I NOTED THAT THERE WERE 7,000 VIETNAMESE 
ON SHIPS IN SINGAPORE TERRITORIAL WATERS AND THAT THE 
GOS WAS MAKING SIMILAR REQUESTS FOR OUR ASSISTANCE. I 
NOTED THE ADVERSE PUBLIC REACTION IN SOME CITIES IN THE UNITED 
STATES, AND PARTICULARLY CONGRESSIONAL UNHAPPINESS THAT OTHER 
NATIONS WERE NOT RESPONDING MORE GENEROUSLY TO THE 
PLIGHT OF THE REFUGEES. I SAID THAT AT SOME FUTURE TIME 
WE WOULD HOPE TO CONSIDER THE APPLICATIONS FOR ADMISSION 
TO THE U.S. OF THOSE WHO WISHED TO COME, BUT THAT FOR 
THE PRESENT WE WERE UNABLE TO HELP. I NOTED A UNITED 
NATIONS HCR ANNOUNCEMENT IN NEW YORK THAT ONE OF HIS 
REPRESENTATIVES WOULD BE VISITING MALAYSIA AND SINGAPORE 
SHORTLY. I SUGGESTED THAT THIS UN OFFICIAL BE REQUESTED 
TO ASSIST IN THE PROBLEM. I ALSO MENTIONED THE INTER- 
GOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE FOR EUROPEAN MIGRATION (ICEM) 

AS A POSSIBLE SOURCE OF ASSISTANCE. 

3. ZAKARIA ASKED HOW LONG IT WOULD BE BEFORE 
WE COULD RESPOND. I SAID I DID NOT KNOW, THAT THE 
MOVEMENT AND RESETTLEMENT OF OVER 100,000 PEOPLE WOULD 
TAKE SOME TIME AND THAT I COULD NOT PREDICT WHEN THIS 
PROCESS WOULD BE COMPLETED. 

4. COMMENT: ZAKARIA MADE NO STRONG EFFORT TO TRY TO 
SHIFT RESPONSIBILITY BACK TO US. WE HAVE HEARD INFORMALLY 
THAT FOREIGN OFFICE HAD RECOMMENDED A MORE FORTHCOMING 
ATTITUDE AND WAS OVER-RULED BY POLITICAL ELEMENTS 
FEARING ADVERSE PUBLIC REACTION TO INFLUX OF REFUGEES. THIS 
GROUP IS NOW ASHORE AND IS BEING CARED FOR. I 
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DON'T BELIEVE THERE IS ANY DANGER THAT GOM WOULD ATTEMPT 
FORCEFUL REPATRIATION. RECOMMEND THAT FOR THE TIME BEING 
WE HOLD TO POSITION OUTLINED ABOVE. 

UNDERHILL 
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